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or any other races look upon shooting-stars as the
departing souls of men. Are the shooting-stars the
souls, or the souls the shooting-stars? Surely all
depends here on the meaning conveyed by the word
souL How did they come by that word ? What was
its original intention? These are the questions which
ethnological psychology has to ask and to answer,
before it can turn with any advantage to the numerous
anecdotes which we find collected in works on the
study of man.

It is a well-known fact that many words for soul
meant originally shadow. But what meaning shall
we attach, for instance, to such a statement as that
'Benin negroes regard their shadows as their souls'?
If soul is here used in the English sense of the word,
then the negroes could never believe their English
souls to be no more than their African shadows. The
question is, Do they simply say that a (shadow) is
equal to a (shadow), or do they want to say that a
(shadow) is equal to something else, viz. b (soul)? It
is true that we also do not always see clearly what
we mean by soul; but what we mean by it could
never be the same as mere shadow only. Unless
therefore we are told whether the Benin negroes
mean by their word for soul the anima, the breath,
the token of life; or the animus, the mind, the token
of thought; or the soul, as the seat of desires and
passions; unless we know whether their so-called
soul is material or immaterial, visible or invisible,
mortal or immortal, the mere information that certain
x savage tribes look upon the shadow, or a bird, or a
\shooting-star as their soul seems to me to teach us
lathing.